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The Book Ben-Hur 


We give herewith the narrative as told by 
General Lew Wallace and reported by the 
New York Tribune in 1895. 'Ti:is article was 
published in Volume 1, No. 1, of THE CHAR- 
IoT and tells in General Wallace's own words 
how he came to write Ben-Hur, with some of 
the Hows, Why, Whens, Wheres and Where- 
fores. 


THE QUESTION FREQUENTLY ASKED. 


“The question of how I came to 
write the story of ‘Ben-Hur’ has been 
put to me so many times, and by 
so many people, that I at last decided 
that the answer might be interesting, 
if given in public. The beginning of 
‘Ben-Hur’ was brought about by a 
quotation from St. Matthew: ‘Now 
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod, the 
King, behold, there came wise men 
from the East to Jerusalem, saying: 
Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
East, and are come to worship him.’ 
This quotation affected me more than 
any other which I had ever read. How 
simple it seems, and yet analyze it 
and discover the difficulties which be- 
set you. It says these wise men came 
from the East, and yet gives no idea 
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of their number. The star which they 
followed could not have been set in 
the heavens, for had it been so it 
could not have led them. They could 
not have walked the entire distance, 
yet how could they have known when 
they reached their destination? What 
was there in that rude hamlet, what 
about that baby in swaddling clothes, 
to lead them to suppose that they had 
found Him for whom they sought? 
A King in a stable manger! 

“All these ideas had surged through 
my brain, and in 1875, as I was re- 
covering from the siege of restless- 
ness after the years of service in war, 
I determined to write down these 
ideas, beginning with the meeting in 
the desert, and ending with the birth 
of the Child in the cave of Bethle- 
hem. I was not in the least degree 
influenced by religious sentiments. I 
neither believed nor  disbelieved. 
Preachers had made no effect upon 
me, and I can truthfully say that my 
attitude was one of indifference. But 
when my work was really begun I 
began to write reverently and with 
awe. With most writers the charac- 
ters which they create become living 
creatures to them. It was so with 
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me. The characters of ‘Ben-Hur’ 
were living beings. I knew them by 
their features. I talked to them and 
they answered’ me. Some of them I 
detested, and others I affected and 
lived with them in constant compan- 
ionship. They knew me equally as 
well. Think of the society to which 
this companionship admitted me. The 
ride with Balthasar in the desert, the 
company of the mysterious Three, the 
journey to Jesus and the cave of 
Bethlehem, hearing Herod in conver- 
sation. Think of lying with the shep- 
herds in their sheepfold on that cold, 
clear, starlight night, walking with 
Joseph past the tomb of Rachael, and, 
more than all, of being in close com- 
munion with that lowly maid who aft- 
erward, in the good old Catholic 
phrase, was called the ‘Mother of 
God.’ 


NO THOUGHT OF A FULL-GROWN BOOK. 


“Well, I finished the proposed serial 
and put it away until I should find 
courage to make use of it. In all this 
time the thought had not once oc- 
curred to me to make of my notes a 
full-grown book. This may be sur- 
prising to many people, and, if so, I 


would ask critical examination of the 
beginning of Book II. It will be found 
to be the beginning of a novel. It is 
even possible for me to fix the place 
and hour of its conception, but I need 
only say that one night in 1876 I had 
been listening to a discussion on God 
and Heaven, Christ and His divinity. 
I had trudged along in the dark with 
no aid except my thoughts, good or 
bad, as they might be, but at that 
time I became ashamed of my ignor- 
ance. The mortification of pride 
which I endured, if I may call it so, 
decided me to study, if only for the 
gratification of having convictions. 
But how should I conduct this study? 
Delve into theology? I shuddered. I 
had considered the theories of theolo- 
gy but the husks of unprofitable re- 
search. It seemed a mechanical re- 
ligion, and 


I DETERMINED TO READ THE BIBLE 


and the four Gospels and rely upon 
myself. When I began upon my sub- 
ject it seemed dry to me. I searched 
for some way to make it bright; to 
give it a color of pastime, and yet to 
keep it interesting. My manuscript 
had ended with the birth of Christ, 
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and I determined to go on to the end, 
but obstacles seemed to hem me in on 
every side. It has been said that one 
should never start without being able 
to see the end from the beginning, but 
in this instance the intermediate state 
loomed up before me like a giant of 
despair. I had my beginning. Could 
anything be more remarkable or beau- 
tiful than the birth of Christ? No 
book ever had been published with a 
theme fuller of romance and poetry. 
I saw my conclusion. A climax, 
which, in its tragic intensity could 
not be surpassed. What could be 
more stupendous than the crucifix? 
But what was I to do with the eigh- 
teen or twenty years which had 
elapsed from the time when the Child 
was taken to the Passover, and when 
He had become a Man with a mis- 
sion? I at length decided to use that 
interval to show the condition of the 
country at that time, and of the need 
for the Christ-Man. There was no 
lack of interesting features, life was 
full and joyous, but with the excep- 
tion of a few pearls by the wayside 
there was no suggestion of religion. 

“I was fully aware that to make 
my work acceptable, it must be 
painted in actual colors. The Greeks, 
Romans and Egyptians must be real 
characters, and the only way to ac- 
complish this was to make constant 
reference. I thoroughly examined 
books, catalogues and maps, and when 
I began writing, I had a chart before 
me which showed sacred places and 
the country which I was to describe. 
Travelers told me of animals, and 
gave me local coloring, and constant 
reference saved me from mistakes. 
My greatest obstacle seemed unsur- 
mountable. A Christian world would 
not tolerate a novel with Christ as its 
hero. Yet I realized the necessity of 
writing of Him, of keeping Him con- 
_ stantly as the leading figure, yet with 
no sermonizing. It is a noted fact 
that few books which have been 
written by preachers have met with 
success. The sermon will crop out, 
and the pulpit is always in evidence. 
I was resolved to have no sermoniz- 
ing, but I hardly knew how to 
avoid it. 


THE WRITER’S THREE RESOLVES. 

“I first determined to withhold the 
reappearance of the Savior until the 
last hour. I would have Him always 
on the point of coming, that His ap- 
pearance might be looked for, to-day 
just over the hills, to-morrow at the 
summit, with the hosts looking for 
Him, tearfully yearning for His pres- 
ence. My next resolve was that He 
should not actually figure in any 
scene, and my only violation of this 
was when the cup of water was given 
to Ben-Hur at Nazareth. A third 
purpose was to have every word 
which He supposedly uttered the ex- 
act words of sainted biographers. The 
least amount of time out of my five 
years’ work was given to actual com- 
position. It was largely in research. 
I afterward discovered that I had 
made but one error, and that was in 
my description of the Bay of Naples, 
when I referred to the smoking moun- 
tain. I was four years too previous. 
When written of my mistake I looked 
the matter up and found that at the 
time referred to Vesuvius was sup- 
posed to be an extinct voleano, and 
not until four years later did the 
mountain begin to smoke. 


CHARACTERS CALLED AND HE OBEYED 


“Do not imagine that I wrote every 
day. Although it was my great de- 
sire to do so, I was a bread-winner, 
and had duties to attend to. There 
were days when Ben-Hur would call 
to me, and with persistence; on other 


THE CHARIOT 


days some other character would do 
the same, and at such times I was 
powerless to do aught but obey, and 
was forced to fly from court and 
client. Many of the scenes of the 
book were blocked out in my journeys 
to and from my office. During a trip 
from Indianapolis to my home, when 
I was delayed upon the road, I wrote 
the little song of Tirzah’s which has 
several times been published. But 
the greater part of my work was done 
at home, my favorite writing place 
being under the branches of an old 
beech tree near my house. I have a 
peculiar affection for that tree. How 
often, when its thick branches have 
protected me with their cooling 
shadows, has it been the only wit- 
ness to my mental struggles, and how 
often, too, has it maintained a quiet 
dignity, when it might have laughed 
at my discomfiture. The soft twit- 
tering of birds, the hum of bees, the 
lowing of the kine, all made the spot 
dear to me. At Santa Fe in the 
cavernous chamber of the old Adobe 
Palace I wrote the last chapter of 
‘Ben-Hur.’ When I passed into the 
gloomy depths of the ghost-like place, 
closing the doors behind me, I was 
as fully lost to the world as was the 
Count of Monte Cristo in his dungeon 
cell. There I saw the Crucifixion. I 
selected the name of ‘Ben-Hur’ for 
my book, as it was easy to write, 
spell and pronounce, and it was Bib- 
lical. Long before my work was fin- 
ished I became a believer in Christ, 
and am yet. 


HAD NOT BEEN IN THE HOLY LAND. 


“Tt is known that I had not been in 
the Holy Land when I wrote this 
book, but I had the privilege of going 
there afterward, and as I was most 
fortunate in being the guest of the 
Sultan of Turkey I was enabled to 
see all that there was to be seen. 
Every door was opened to me, no 
matter how sacred the inclosure. My 
main object in going had been to dis- 
cover any mistakes which I might 
have made, but I am happy to say 
that I failed to do so, and I believe 
that the work is as authentic as it 
possibly could be. I even discovered 
that I had been correct in minor de- 
tails which had been largely the re- 
sult of imagination. I rode over the 
same path which Jesus took from 
Mt. Olivet to Bethlehem, then dis- 
mounted and took the path where the 
Savior walked. In the story the 
mother and sister of Ben-Hur had 


stopped by a large white stone to, 


await His coming, and as I reached 
that point of the journey I found the 
large white stone. I also found the 
tomb where they took refuge when 
fleeing from the city of lepers.” 


CHARACTERS REVERENCED MOST. 


As General Wallace finished his ac- 
count of his work, he referred to the 
previous statement which he had 
made regarding the characters which 
he had created and his ability to see 
them. Thinking that some one might 
question this statment, he explained 
that it was nothing peculiar, and ad- 
mitted philosophic reasoning. The two 
characters which have been most rev- 
erenced by himself, as well as by the 
world, he said, were the Son of the 
carpenter of Nazareth, and Mary, His 
mother. He then read a beautiful 
description of each as they had ap- 
peared to him. 

“It would be difficult for me,” he 
said, “to approximate the number of 
times I have been asked which chap- 
ter or scene of ‘Ben-Hur’ I consider 
to be my best. No author can tell 


which is his best sentence or scene, 
but only what most appeals to him. 
I can say, in my case, it was not the 


meeting of the wise men in the East, 
it was not the chariot race, it was 
not the adventures in the palace, it 
was not the discovery of the lepers, 
it was not the finding of Ben-Hur 
asleep, it was not the healing of the 
lepers, or even the crucifixion. Ben- 
Hur had followed the Christ in con- 
stant expectation of His proclama- 
tion. He had at last reached Jerusa- 
lem, his faith shaken, and had ques- 
tions which he desired to put to the 
wise men: The interview took place 
in his own house, and he addressed 
them as follows: ‘I have come to tell 
you of the Nazarene.’ ” 

That chapter was read, and pro- 
nounced by General Wallace as the 
most satisfactory to him. 


District Congresses 

PoPLAR Buurrs, Mo.—The Twelfth 
Annual meeting of the Southeastern 
Missouri District Congress was held 
in our city Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, November 11, and 12. Wednes- 
day evening, the 11, a public meeting 
was given in the Fraternal Hall. The 
address of welcomé was delivered by 
Hon. Thomason, who at once made 
the delegates feel that the city, homes 
and hearts of the citizens of Joplin 
were open to the sons and daughters 
of Hur. The response was made by 
Brother Lisle of Dexter in his own 
jovial way, after which was rendered 
the following literary and musical 
program :— 

NOVEMBER 11, 8:00 P. M. PUBLIC MEETING. 
Music—Opening Ode No. 2 


Invocation. S., sae ra Rev. W. S. Smelser 
Address of Welcome. .....- Hon. Sidney Love 
Response........-... Olin Holt, Court No. 60 
Instrumental Solo....Mrs. B. B. Fisher, 


Court No. 65 
Reading....Miss Ruth Genoway, Court No. 15 
vocal Solos Son Miss Theressa McLean, 

; Court No. 15 
Drill Contest—Prizes: $30, $20, $10. 
Appointing Committees. 

NOVEMBER 12, 9:00 A. M. 
Opening Exercises. 
Reports of Committees. 


Add¥esst En s E e Chas. Liles, Dist. Chief 
Adequate Rates.............. Miss T. McLean 
Jae 8 oe oils ee Ae yan Sees Miss Anna Adams 


“New Business, Best Method to Secure’’.. 
J. T. Wells, State Manager, Arkansas 

Team Work, Does It Pay?.............. 

W. N. Steele, Supreme Instructor, 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 


2:00 P. M. 
Music. 
ERG: oa. e seias iee Miss Ruth Genoway 


‘D. Stroud, D. S. C., Geo. Coy, -J. G. 
Robinson, Mrs. W. H. Harmon. 
Miscellaneous Business. 


This part of the evening’s enter- 
tainment closed with a drill contest, 
and never in the history of our Dis- 
trict congress was there a finer exhi- 
bition of drill work, and it was hard 
for the judges to render a decision. 
Sikeston Court, No. 9, was awarded 
first prize; Carnation Court, No. 7, of 
Kennett, second prize, and Indepen- 
dence Court, No. 159, of Dexter, third 
prize. 

Tuesday morning the meeting was 
called to order for an all day business 
session, a number of addresses were 
made, and some specially prepared 
papers presented. 

The following officers were elected 


for the next year: 


Past Chief—Chas. Liles, Dexter. 
Chief—Wm. McGuire, Poplar Bluff. 
Judge—J. W. Garner, Advance. 
Scribe—Louise Marlow, Kennett. 
Teacher—Maggie Clodfelter, Leora. 
K. of T.—Lelia Morrison, Dexter. 
Captain—Jas. Limbaugh, Sikeston. 
Guide—Jos. Boly. 

K. of I. G.—Dora Wood, Oran. 

K. of O. G.—George Hilton, Canalon. 


Kennett was chosen for the next 
place of meeting. 

Tuesday evening the meeting was 
held in the Fraternal Opera House 
and the spectacular initiation was 
given by a special degree team of 
Poplar Bluff Court, in charge of 
Brother W. N. Steele, our Supreme 
Instructor, and thus closed one of the 
best meetings ever held by the South- 
eastern Missouri District Congress. 

The manifold acts of kindness and 
the cordial hospitality with the true 
spirit of fraternity which was so 
beautifully manifest by the citizens 
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of Poplar Bluff will dwell long in 
the memory of the visiting delegates, 
whose hearts are filled with the deep- 
est fraternal love for one and all. 
We extend a cordial invitation to each 
and every member of the Tribe of 
Ben-Hur to meet with us at our next 
annual Congress in Kennett. 
DISTRICT SCRIBE. 


JOPLIN,. Mo. — The progressive 
spirit of Ben-Hur was demonstrated 
by Brother P. E. Genoway, who on 
October 20, issued a call for a meet- 
ing of representatives from the 
Courts in the States of Arkansas, 
Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri, ask- 
ing them to meet in our city Novem- 
ber 24. Although the call was rather 
sudden a goodly number of delegates 
were present from Carthage, Nevada, 
Pittsburg, and Galena. State Mang- 
gers Brother J. T. Wells of Arkansas, 
Brother E. E. Farley of Oklahoma 
and Kansas, and our own State Man- 
ager, Brother Genoway, presided, and 
introduced Brother W. N. Steele, Su- 
preme Instructor, of Crawfordsville, 
Indiana, who together with each of 
the State Managers spoke of the ad- 
vantages to be gained by the organiz- 
ation and concentration of forces in 
the field work. These gentlemen ex- 
changed pleasant badinage and good 
natured jests with our local deputy, 
Brother Stennett. Upon motion of 
Brother Farley, it was decided to per- 
fect a permanent organization and a 
committee was appointed to draft the 
necessary By-laws. Brother Genoway 
appointed for such committee Broth- 
ers Farley and Wells, and Sisters 
Glenn of Nevada and McKenna of 
Joplin, and the committee was in- 
structed to report at the evening 
session. 

Our Chief, Brother Ed Cheeseman, 
called the evening meeting to order 
and the unfinished business of the 
day was taken up and completed. The 
report of the committee on By-laws 
was adopted and officers elected, thus 
completing a permanent organization. 

Nevada was selected for the place 
of meeting May 7, 1918. After this 
part of the business was completed a 
class of candidates was initiated, 
Brother E. E. Farley taking the part 
of Arrius and Brother W. N. Steele 
of Crawfordsville, Ind., that of Ben- 
Hur, with the other regular officers 
of Joplin Court in their respective 
roles. Brother Steele brought with 
him a beautiful set of robes, which 
added greatly to the impressiveness 
of the work, and all were delighted 
with the beauties of the -ritualistic 
work as exemplified by this team. 

After the initiation refreshments 
were served and a social hour follow- 
ed. It was near midnight when the 
delegates left for their respective 
homes, bearing with them the frater- 
nal love and good fellowship of Joplin 
members. Mrs. M. L. McKENNA, 

District Scribe. 


SEND A POSTAL CARD to J. R. 
Adams, Suite 610, 134 South LaSalle 
Street, Chicago, Ill. Give the name. 
number and location of your Court, 
the name of the Keeper of Tribute, 
with the desired amount of bond, and 
Brother Adams will at once forward a 
bond in favor of the Court, good for 


a year. Price. 
A $200 bond................ $ .70 
A $300 bond..............5. 1.00 
A $400 bond................ 1.20 
A $600 bond or more, 25c for each 
$100. 
The United States Fidelity & Guaranty 
Company 


Total Assets—$6,921,229.36 


One life out of every nine is liable to 
rejection for insurance; therefore, when 
you have protection, don’t let it go. 


